61 Modern Finished Guest Rooms,
Amenities include:

= Free Breakfast Buffet

= Pet Friendly Rooms

= King & Double Queen Rooms

= King & Queen Room Suites

= Fitness Center & Heated Saline Pool

= Guest Rooms Include: Premium Movie
Channels, Safe, Cafe Valet Single
Serve Coffee Maker, Microwave and
Mini-Fridge

= Dutdoor Patio with Fire Pit

—
i

Conveniently Located On-Site Dining
Attached to La Crescent Event Center On-Site Laundry
4 Miles from La Crosse Center & Complimentary Parking
Downtr wn La Crosse Electric Vehicle Charging Stations
5 miles from La Crosse Regional Airport Meeting Room & Private Party Area

Business Center

30 People Capacity
Host Company Meetings,
Wedding Gift Openings, Sports
Team Dinners

Contact Hotel for Pricing

509 N Chestnut Street La Crescent, MN 55947 | 507-895-1001 | LaCrescentHotel.com

Explore
? LaCrescent

expLore YY) minnesoTa

2024

La Crescent Area

Official Visitors Guide

Driftless Region, La Crescent, MN
explorelacrescent.com
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Welcome To

I A CRFS rrm

Tucked along the bluffs of the Mississippi
River, the city of La Crescent’s natural
surroundings set the stage for a vast
assortment of recreational opportunities.
La Crescent is uniquely located on three
scenic byways: Apple Blossom Scenic
Byway, National Historic Bluff Country
Scenic Byway and the Great River Road.
Casual travelers can find quiet time on
the back roads and enjoy the scenic
beauty of southeastern Minnesota and
the Mississippi River.

Recreational enthusiasts have so much
to choose from with hiking, bicycling,
boating, kayaking, fishing, birding,
snowshoeing and so much more! A
variety of eateries, shops, wineries,
orchards, and lodging will make your
planning easy and a perfect home base
for all of your adventures.

Businesses, travelers, and local residents
appreciate the quick and easy access to

major highways and interstates, and the

short drive across the river to the

La Crosse Regional Airport.

Come for a visit! You may just pause long
enough to plant roots in our small town.

EXPLORELACRESCENT.COM

it
-

Qo l S e il T B

Explore
? LaCrescent
For more information
stop by the

La Crescent Chamber of
Commerce & Tourism office.

111 S Walnut Street,
La Crescent, MN

or visit our website.

Mike Poellinger | Mayor
City Of La Crescent

Olivia Lamke | President
Chamber of Commerce and Tourism

06 Scenic Byways

1 2 Explore The Driftless Region
1 8 Parks + Recreation

24 Hiking Map

28 Neighboring Communities
30 Historic Tours of La Crescent
36 About the Apples

40 Restaurant Directory

42 Business Directory

40 774VL

S.LNiLNOD

Produced by the La Crescent Area Chamber of Commerce and Tourism.

EST. 1949

Events

La Crescent

Se/)temlw,QO 21 &€ 22,2024

pletesit

Queen Candidate Style Show
Apple Annie Cabaret

Apple Cobbler Golf Open
Music & Entertainment

Miss La Crescent Coronation
King Apple Parade

Food Vendors

Bingo & Cornhole Tournament
Little Miss/Little King Pageant
Kids Events & Kiddie Parade

Visit
www.applefestusa.com
for more information!

#LA CRESCENTMN | #EXPLORELACRESCENT 3



Where will Mississippi River Flyway

YOUR

page 12

next adventure take you?

How fortunate the residents of La Crescent

are to live within minutes of the mighty

_ Mississippi and its tributaries. Several public

e ' Steeped in tradition, La Crescent has been boat landings provide easy access to the

celebrating the apple harvest for over 70 water trails and abundant fishing

years. Visit us mid-May when the apple opportunities. We live in such an amazing

blossoms are in full bloom, the colors in place with natural beauty and terrain that

the apple orchards spectacular, and the has so much to offer regardless of the

scent is heavenly. season. More variety, means more access Water Trails
for all abilities.

- : page 14
Apple Harvest is in full swing between

August and October. Be sure to get out ) )
and visit an orchard to sample some of our Main Channel on the MS River
many delicious and unique varieties of
Minnesota grown apples. Several orchards

also offer “pick-your-own’ apple harvest Small Streams + Tributaries
experiences. Fun for the whole family!

Mississippi Back Waters

3 Scenic Overlooks
Our natural surroundings set the stage for .
a vast assortment of re?:reational ° 185 + Acres of City Parks
opportunities. You can find plenty of
hiking, cycling, seasonal snowshoeing, and
cross-country skiing opportunities in the
La Crescent area. From the rugged bluffs
surrounding La Crescent to the flatland

neighboring the Mississippi River.

Miles of Hiking + Cycling Trails

_——— il

Three Scenic Drives Driftless Lands
page 6

Most Minnesotans live within an hour of a

state water trail- a stretch of river or lake

that is mapped and managed especially for

canoeing, kayaking, fishing, boating, and

river camping.

#LA CRESCENTMN | #EXPLORELACRESCENT 5



'A'p.ple Blossom Scenic Drive is a
. designated National Scenic Byway.

Apple Blossom

Scenic Drive

National Scenic Byway

The 17-mile byway travels County Rd 1 along the rolling
farmland and bluff-top views high above the Mississippi River
and passes through the towns of La Crescent and Nodine.

No matter the season, the scenic beauty is unsurpassed.

At the top of the bluff just outside of La Crescent, is Apple
Blossom Overlook Park. It has a striking view of the Mississippi
River’s main shipping channel. Along the byway, you'll find
yourself on the top of the bluffs near pull-offs offering some of
the region's most magnificent vistas. Continue North until
you run into a “T" intersection. You have the choice of traveling
east into Dakota or to the west heading to Nodine and Great
River Bluffs State Park. Great River Bluffs State Park, just a 15
minute drive, provides lovers of the outdoors with hiking and
camping opportunities. A state park pass is required to access
the park.

By looping around the park, travelers can return to La Crescent
by way of Great River Road or Apple Blossom Scenic Drive.
Either route provides picturesque panoramic views.

In spring, the route is filled with the flowery fragrance

and picturesque views of acres of apple blossoms.

T e ATt

In the fall, enjoy the area’s beautiful changing colors, and spend
time at a pick-your-own apple harvest. Take home some orchard
honey, apple cider, Indian corn, and pumpkins. Minnesota
orchards have some of the most distinctive apple varieties in the
country, thanks in part to the University of Minnesota Research
Center (responsible for introducing the popular Honeycrisp
apple, Sweet Tango, First Kiss, among others.)

Winona

Rochester )

Legeud Points of Interest
DRESBACH WELCOME CENTER
LOCK & Dam N2 7

EAGLES BLUFF PARK OVERLOOK
APPLE BLOSSOM OVERLOOK PARK
GREAT RIVER CAMPGROUND
SCENIC ACRES CAMPGROUND
QUEEN'S BLUFF

KING'S BLUFF

SCIENTIFIC AND NATURAL AREA

O 00 N AW =

Legeua’ Growers & Sellers
(1) HEIN APPLE STAND
(2) BAUER'S MARKET - OPEN ALL YEARI
@ FRUIT ACRES
(%) RIVER VIEW VINEYARD & WINERY
(5) SOUTHWIND ORCHARDS
(&) HocH ORCHARDS
@VAN LIN ORCHARDS
HICKORY ORCHARDS

B 5
R ., | HNET o AppLE STanD @
61 | .

L(L[;r’e?c’e‘rﬂ

MINNESOTA

Growing from River to Ridge

Legeaa’ Scenic Byways

APPLE BLOSSOM SCENIC DRIVE T——=
GREAT RIVER ROAD ===

HISTORIC BLUFF COUNTRY ===

Legead Symbols
GROWERS & SELLERS
B POINT OF INTEREST  #

. '\_-q'_'[_"\. s ALL 3 Bywavs Meet f

¢

VINEYARD ol
ORCHARD {3

®La Crosse

#LA CRESCENTMN | #EXPLORELACRESCENT 7



Great River Road is a designated

National Scenic Byway that follows the
route of the Mississippi River. Beginning at
the headwaters, the Byway winds through the
small towns of northern Minnesota, passing
through the Twin Cities, and continues south
along Highway 61 to La Crescent, then south

to lowa on Highway 26.

The "National Route” signs direct you along the
official route of the Federal Highway
Administration road. “State Alternate Signs” will
take you off the beaten path along the river to
points of interest. Don’t miss the river and the
bluffs from Wabasha to La Crescent. This is the
gateway to the Upper Mississippi River National

Wildlife and Fish Refuge.

Look for the green pilot’s wheel logo with the
steamboat in the center to guide you on

your journey.

8 EXPLORELACRESCENT.COM

=~ fockAnd Dam #7-_
= Ea-Crescent - Minnesota

Lock & Dam
Swing Bridge

Located two miles north of

La Crescent, this lock and dam
provides a vertical lift of 8 feet
for boats, ranging from canoes
to large towboats with barges.
There is an observation deck at
the lock and dam. The Army
Corp of Engineers invite visitors
to view the lock operations,
browse displays and enjoy
shore fishing.

Built in 1876, the historic swing
bridge is located just south of
lock and dam #7. It has a swing
span of 359 feet to allow barges
and paddle boats to pass
through. This historic span ran
on steam until the 1940’s when
it switched to electric power.
You can view the bridge by boat
or by driving to Shore Acres.

Moving goods on the water

is the most efficient
transportation mode.

One 15 barge tow can move the
equivalent of 216 rail cars or
1,050 semi-trailer trucks.

CEATEATEATENTLY

TEATEN

o . ‘
)

;_'t

595 Veterans Parkway, Suite 200
swingbridgepub.com ¢ 507-895-1110

* Variety of shareables,
pub favorites, entrees,
desserts, cocktails, wine,
and draft beer

* Open 11am - 9pm
Tuesday - Saturday

How Large is a Barge?

16X LARGER!

70X LARGER!
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From La Crescent you can take a drive down the Historic Bluff Country National Scenic

Byway, which links together some of the most scenic, historic, cultural, natural, and - ‘s : ® 2

1 1 1 1 1 ; - :J_. .

recreational resources in the area. The 88-mile route extends from La Crescent through . W SR AUg UST ] O, 2 024
southeastern Minnesota’s picturesque Root River Valley. Prior to becoming Minnesota L s =

,1 Second Saturday of Every. August
w3 SHested by Rotary Club of La Crescent

-

Trunk Highway 16, Historic Bluff Country Scenic Byway was U.S. Highway 16 and the
main route between Chicago, lllinois and Yellowstone National Park.
The unique and dramatic land formations of the Root River Valley were
formed over millions of years of geological activity. The resulting
landscape is a region of deep river valleys, sinkholes, caves and steep
limestone bluffs. Visit bluffcountry.com for a complete list of cities and
attractions to plan your trip.

.

..... Proceeds Benefit: Fomily—Friendly
Rotary Polio Plus
Erin Dunlap-Mathews Memorial Free Live Music

s Foundation

scsmé?ﬁm : 3
Living for Liz Scholarship Program Lunch Available

Registration: $55 (Family Ride is FREE)

i
LA
-

10 EXPLORELACRESCENT.COM Register at: AppleBlossomTour.org
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Birding

On The Mississippi River Flyway

EAGLES

October through March the
Mississippi River in southeastern
Minnesota is a great location to
watch bald eagles. Eagles can
often be spotted sunning in trees
or standing on the ice near open
water looking for a meal. Late fall
and early spring, when the birds
are following the changing ice
conditions on the Mississippi
River, provide opportunities to
see several hundred in the same
area. With the arrival of warmer
weather, the eagles disperse to
their nesting sites throughout
Minnesota. Wabasha, Minnesota
is home to the National Eagle
Center, offering interpretive
programs about eagles.

SWANS, WATERFOWL
+PELICANS

Tundra swans, ducks, and pelicans
are regular migrants through the
Brownsville area. Upon arrival,
you'll hear the sounds of the
swans calling to each other! Large
numbers of swans arrive in the fall
beginning in late October and
they stay until the water freezes.
Up to 25,000 can be seen resting
and feeding at one time. The
wildlife refuge is a stop-over site
where the birds build up fat
reserves for the last leg of their
journey to the Atlantic coast.

12 EXPLORELACRESCENT.COM

-

LIVE

{

Great Spirit Bluff
Peregrine Falcons

The river environment serves as a migration
corridor not only for waterfowl, but also for
numerous other birds such as raptors, shorebirds,
and migratory songbirds.

In the spring and summer, the river provides
important nesting habitat for many species. Even in
the coldest months, the area serves as a wintering
ground for nothern bird populations,in addition to
year round residents.

The upper Mississippi Rivers offers many
opportunities for birding among the extensive
marshlands, wooded bottom lands, open water,
sand prairie, and wooded bluffs.

INTERNATIONAL

OWL CENTER

Open Fri-Mon with
live owl programs daily

Admission:
Adults $9 - Ages 4-17 $6

Seniors, military and veterans $8

Houston, Minnesota
507-896-OWLS (6957)
InternationalOwlCenter.org

TMN | #EXPLORELACRESCENT




Fish, Boat, Paddle

There's no better way to
explore the water, wildlife,
and the natural beauty of the
Drifless region than by boat,
kayak, or paddleboard.
With the diverse water trails
available to us you can
explore the wide open
waters of the Mississippi,
the calm backwaters and
peaceful shores of the
tributaries and

nearby streams.

Two public boat landings will
provide you access to the
main channel of the
Mississippi River and all of
the backwaters and secret
fishing holes.

One is located just south of
Lock and Dam #7.

The second is Sportsmen'’s
Landing, 1570 US-14,

La Crescent, MN.

Fishing on the Mississippi
River is as impressive as the
scenery. The Mississippi is an
incredibly rich source of
game fish all year long.

M

The many species of fish
include walleye, perch,
northern, catfish, large and
smallmouth bass, bluegill,
carp, and crappies to name
a few.

If you are visiting La Crescent,
you can try the “Best Dam
Fishing Float,”which is a
floating dock just south of
Lock and Dam #7, on the
opposite side of the river
from the Dresbach Welcome
Center. Find them on
Facebook or visit
www.bestdamfishingfloat.com
for more details.

Just because it gets cold in
Minnesota, does not mean we
give up on fishing! To the
contrary, ice fishing houses
line up along the backwaters
of the Mississippi River.

For safety, many visitors
check with the local bait shop
for answers to questions, such
as ice thickness and the best
place to ice fish.

The safest depth for ice
fishing is at least the
thickness of four inches.
Always use an ice spud and
for more information contact
the Minnesota DNR.

The Driftless Area of
Southeast Minnesota is home
to crisp cold waters and
spectacular trout streams that
hold brown trout, brook trout
and rainbow trout. The
season opens mid-April.
There are over 700 Miles of
naturally cold streams,
including Whitewater River,
Root River, and the famed
Trout Run Creek which flows
for 13 miles south to the Root
River. A Trout stamp and
fishing license are required
when fishing designated trout

waters.
mn

DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES
All Fishing licenses can be
purchased through the

Minnesota DNR.
www.dnr.state.mn.us/fishing.

Time to Switch Banks?

Bring your banking home.
507.895.9200

HOME
FEDERAL

Member FDIC

JustCallHome.com/LaCrescent

Comprehensive medical care for all ages

(507) 895-6610 GUNDERSEN

gundersenhealth.org LA CRESCENT CLINIC

Ready

Bus Company

Call today: (507) 895-2349
www.readybusline.com

When you need to transport a
group of any size to any locationin = |
comfort, style and safety.

507-895 82313 {1

+MN Lic, #2929 & Bonded © Len W|eser Jr:
www.wieserseptic.com ¢ La Crescent

Chartered motorcoaches, school

transportation, and so much more! « Septic design work "+

e Septic inspections

e Septic consultation

» Sewer & waterline
laterals

o Excavator/Dozer
work with full GPS

¢ Basements &
driveways

¢ Drain tile systems

oCity water & sewer

e Conservation work

For a rewarding job opportunity “Great
pay — Great team — Flexible
schedules” Join Us Today!

#LA CRESCENTMN | #EXPLORELACRESCENT 15



Driftless Terrain

The “'Driftless” terrain offers outdoor enthusiasts more variety
for all types of recreation and all abilities. Steep hills, forested
ridges, deeply carved river valleys, and karst geology with
spring-fed waterfalls and cold-water trout streams define our
region. The Driftless region has elevations ranging from 600 to
about 1,200 feet. The Driftless region covers more than 24,000
miles across Minnesota, Wisconsin, lowa, and lllinois.

Biking The Driftless Area

Apple Blossom Scenic Byway is a biker heaven. Picturesque
bluffs and quiet country roads make biking in this region some of
the best biking in the country. From atop the bluffs, you can
smell the apple blossoms blooming in the spring and view the
beautiful Mississippi River valley below. Whether mountain
biking, road cycling, or getting gritty with gravel, Southeast
Minnesota has a ride for you. The steep bluffs attract cyclists
from around the country who are looking for a challenge. They
provide great training for those preparing for races or to simply
stay in shape. Greg LeMond, the first American to win the Tour
de France, trained on these bluffs. The newest trail in La Cres-
cent is the Wagon Wheel Trail, and is accessible by the new bike/
pedestrian bridge on Walnut Street. The Wagon Wheel Trail
takes you through the backwaters of the Mississippi and
connects to a variety of trails in La Crosse, WI.

Riding Highway 16 or Houston County Highway 21/9 west to
Houston, MN takes bikers to the Root River trail-head at the
Houston Nature Center. The Root River Trail is southeast
Minnesota's paved trail network meandering along the Root
River amid 500-foot bluffs. This 60-mile trail attracts thousands
of outdoor enthusiasts throughout the year.

If you want to ride some of Minnesota'’s best gravel, visit
https://driftlesscycling.com/gravel

Take your pick of multiple ride options. Several gravel rides are
hosted in the vicinity of La Crescent including the new Old
Fashioned Gravel in Hokah, MN
https://www.oldfashionedgravel.com/

Paddling the Driftless

From the Mississippi River and the many tributaries, our bluffs
provide a majestic scenic backdrop while paddling out on the
water. You can kayak, canoe, or paddle board the quiet
backwaters of the Mississippi, the smaller tributaries and lakes.
There are two boat landings on the Mississippi as well as two
canoe/kayak launch access points. One is on Blue Lake (on the
Mississippi River backwater) between La Crescent and La Crosse.
Another is in Reno Bottoms where you can explore Pool 9.

Be sure and get a water trails map to assist you in navigating.

""“F ,“/ ‘;
Event Center

hustic hemance o the hanck,

» 3-Day Wedding Celebration
(Friday, Saturday, Sunday)

* Lodging and Camping
* Indoor/Outdoor Venue
* Breathtaking Views

* Green Space for Ceremony & Yard Games

VISIT WWW.OUTBACKRANCH.NET FOR MORE DETAILS

7750 TT Road, Houston, Minnesota
(507) 896-5550 « Holly@OutbackRanch.com

Ghcoo

PN

AMBER THORSON
photography

creating memories in the moments
amberthorsonphoto@gmail.com
amberthorson.com
la crescent, mn

#LA CRESCENTMN | #EXPLORELACRESCENT
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Abnet Field
1200 Spruce St., La Crescent, MN

RATIO

(@ & C B4 )

Apple Blossom Overlook
169 County Hwy 1, Dakota, MN

(k 7 & )

Como Falls + Spring Pool
9 Mill St., Hokah, MN

(A &X )

Great River Bluffs State Park
43605 Kipp Dr, Winona, MN
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Eagles Bluff Park
422 Red Apple Dr. La Crescent, MN

S

(&% %

La Crescent Aquatic Center
608 S 7th St., La Crescent, MN | Kistler Park

(2

La Crescent Community Arena

520 S. 14th St., La Crescent, MN

(e

Old Hickory Park

1200 Johnathan Ln., La Crescent, MN

.

e Y

o




Dewey Enterprises
Rentals - Trucking

Dewey Severson
608.769.5177

743 Johnathan Ln,
La Crescent, MIN 55947
dmseverson@acegroup.cc

. 1 8 5 Acres of

| Parks + Recreation
in the city!

.
» i

G P S
Pettibone Campground Vetsch Park
333 Park Plaza Dr., La Crosse, WI 54601 722 N 2nd St., La Crescent, MN
(A A X =« Yy (onr )
Vet’s Park Wieser Memorial Park Wildcat Landing + Camp Quality Used Equipment
144 Timm Ln., La Crescent, MN 1817 County 6, La Crescent, MN 11011 MN-26, Brownsville, MN 55919 Tooling/Overstocks

Surplus Electrical

(Cc A mE @ Y (Bcikaoe ) (A 2 = )

C A & = & © b £ 20

4905 Hwy 16, Hokah, MN

Shelter Camp Overlook Landing Bike Trails Baseball Basketball Ice skating Swim (507) 894-7770
° o Mon-Fri: 9:00 am-5:00 pm
A x ° ;(7 E& | Oq % Saturday: 9:00 am-3:00 pm
. Sunday: 12:00 pm-3:00 pm
Tables Grill Pass Req. Hiking Playground Nets Pickleball Snowshoe

www.7riverssurplus.com
20 EXPLORELACRESCENT.COM



Ma Cal Grove Country Club |

15939 State 76
Caledonia, MN 55921
507.725.2733

Nestled in the bluffs of Southeastern
Minnesota, Ma Cal Grove Country Club
is a par 36 course offering nine
challenging holes of golf. Clubhouse
with full-service bar and a short order
grill for lunch. Full service kitchen and
grill available for catered events.

Pine Creek Golf Course |

38155 North Pine Creek Road,
La Crescent, MN
507.895.2410

Pine Creek offers a unique experience
for golfers young and old. The club
house features a bar and grill and patio.
Situated in the beautiful Pine Creek
Valley, just outside the west side city
limits. Not only are the green fees low,
but profits are pumped back into youth
recreations programs for the city.

Valley High Golf Course | s

9203 Mound Prairie Drive,
Houston, Minnesota
507.894.4444

Located just off the Historic Bluff
Country Scenic Byway between Hokah
and Houston, this 18-hole course is
designed to make golf fun again for any
player at any age. After golf, take a
break and enjoy the full restaurant and
bar in the clubhouse.

@ LA CRESCENT-HOKAH

Connect with us!
507-895-4484
www.isd300.k12.mn.us

|l
@ISD300lancers @ISD300_lancers

La Crescent-Hokah School District is an innovative educational system designed to prepare
all learners to thrive in an ever-changing global society.

LMSS is a public
school for grades

PK-12

| Oﬂ*—nf—ﬂutﬂ ;luden!s wel:nme (tuition rates apply)
* Pre-K reduced tuition avaoilable starting at 36 mo.

Call for a tour today!
507.895.4054

Rest Assured Your Family
Will Be Safe At All Times

PAT’S INSURANCE AGENCY

Serving La Crescent Area Over 30 Years

k : Pat Gruntzel, Agent

patsinsuranceagency.com - (507) 895-6400
Trusted 104 S. Walnut St - La Crescent, MN Independeat

Choice®

Agent - Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company

#LA CRESCENTMN | #EXPLORELACRESCENT 23
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ADVENTURE CALLS BETWEEN THE BLUFFS
AND ALONG THE MIGHTY MISSISSIPPI RIVER!

The La Crosse Region bursts with adventure as unique

as each explorer. Discover exciting flavors, charming

history, captivating views, and epic outdoor recreation
just a road trip away!

B 2024 GUIDE ]

2024 Home Game Schedule -
Old Hickory Park, 1135 Jonathan Lane, La Crescent, MN

5.18.24 12pm and 3pm
6.01.24 12pm and 1:30pm
8.17.24 12pm and 1:30pm
9.21.24 10:30am and 12pm

Apple Jacks is a community outreach program of the La Crescent
Area Historical Society. Established in 2004, the Apple Jacks are
members of the Vintage Base Ball Association (VBBA). Players
APPLE JACKS follow the rules of 1860. You'll hear the bell clang when they reach
BASEBALL CLUB home base. There are no gloves, the pitcher throws underhand
(like horseshoes) and the uniforms are crisp white shirts and long
black pants. It's great fun for players and spectators.

At the La Crescent Area Event Center, our team is experienced, with
L a Cresce nt an eye for detail and passion for making your vision come to reality.

=, AREA EVENT CENTER We look forward te working with you from start to finish to ensure

your day goes as perfect as it should!

Packages available for: Meetings, Weddings, Birthdays, Retirements, Anniversaries, Gala Events, Baby Showers,
Fundraisers, Church Retreats, Celebrations of Life, Family Reunions, and maore!

3 beautiful meeting rooms to choose from + Best Western Plus Hotel & Swing Br'idgt Pub onsite + Plenty of free
parking + State-of-the-art AV + A one-stop-shop experience Inclusive packages + 5,600 square feet

595 Veterans Parkway, La Crescent, MN 55947 » events@lacrescentareaeventcenterorg » 608.799.0179
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We Understand Commitment

You can rely on Edward Jones for one-on-one attention,
our quality-focused investment philosophy and straight
talk about your financial needs. To learn more, call today.

@ City of Houston O City of Hokah

The City of Houston is located in the Hokah was originally an Indian Village | K

beautiful Root River Valley of named after their leader, Chief Eric Minor Ryan Hennessy edwardjones.com

Southeastern Minnesota. Houston is Wecheschatope Hokah. Situated Financial Advisor Financial Advisor Member SIPC

home to the International Owl Center between the bluffs and the Root 111 S Walnut St Suite A 104 South Walnut Suite B .
and the Trailhead to the Root River River, this small community is home Sorsoszan o aonsoes Edward]ones
Bike Trail System which provides to Como Falls, a popular and www.edwardjones.com MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
access to over 60 miles of paved trails peaceful venue for picnics and

for bicycling, hiking, and in-line skating weddings or just relaxing.

in Southeast Minnesota.

O City of Brownsville @ Dresbach Township 2> Gerrard-

Brownsville is situated on the Just a few miles north of La Crescent HDIESCIIIE]'

magnificent Mississippi River. Wildcat is Dresbach, which is home to a

Landing, a Houston County park, has a Minnesota Department of GG S S Assisting buyers and
public boat landing and well-maintained Transportation welcome center and sellers since 2005,
riverside campsite facilities. Up the Lock & Dam #7. Angie Wilson is a
channel, Lawrence Lake Marina offers Licensed Realtor in

- . Minnesota + Wisconsin.
bait, boat slips, and rentals.

@cxcellent

Angie was Gerrard -
Hoeschler’s top Sales

"I wanted the best agent in 2016 and 2018,
and reached the highest

Realtor® in La sales level of Platinum in

Nestled in the bluffs in Southeastern Minnesota in

Houston Country, Ma Cal Grove is a par 36

< ' i course with a driving range, putting and chipping
MA CAL GROVE A greens, a golf simulator during the winter, and a
R full service clubhouse with lunch and dinner

Crastani:” other years.
Angie can assist you
A r WI . with all of you real
ngie vviison - Chad Kingsley estate needs, including
angiewilsoneghrealtors.com residential, commercial,
‘:DE 740-7208 vacant land + agricultural.
= LT =

available. We are open to the public.
Book your tee times or your next event now.

507.725.2733
15939 State 76
Caledonia, MN 55921
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La Crescent
History

On a high plateau, with channels of a great river spread below it, a small settlement grew into
a prosperous town due to the grit of its residents. The Hopewell and Oneota people were the
forerunners of today’s farmers. They learned how to survive the harsh winters, fish and hunt
year-round, and grow fields of crops such as corn. They moved away in 1685 when explorers
came through. However, other indigenous peoples followed, attracted by the rich

hunting grounds.

In 1803, this area was in the Louisiana Purchase, which caused more explorers and fur traders to
move through, followed by settlers from the east and eventually by immigrants from Europe.
Many of those first settlers were buried in either Prospect Hill Cemetery or Pine Creek Catholic
Cemetery. The town'’s picturesque elevation, and proximity to the city of La Crosse, attracted
people with leadership skills and vision.

One of the first visionaries was the town's founder,
Peter Cameron from New York State who built a lumber
business in La Crosse and then opened a trading post in
La Crescent. Cameron wanted to see river traffic arrive
here instead of La Crosse, so he planned to build a
canal that diverted the Mississippi River to create a
natural port in La Crescent. Sadly, he died shortly after
digging began in 1851. The canal was never completed,
but Cameron’s ambition to create a vibrant town

and commerce was followed by other like-minded
individuals. A group of businessmen organized as the
Kentucky Land Company platted the town. John S.
Harris, who arrived in 1856, developed orchards and
new varieties of apples that would withstand the harsh
winter weather. An apple industry was born.

T

B
?\

The City of La Crescent, the La Crescent Public Library,
and the La Crescent Area Historical Society are
partnering with the Ho-Chunk Nation and Dakota
Nations, along with area tribal members, to be sure
indigenous history is included in the story of

La Crescent. Watch our websites for more information La Crescent HiStOI’y Center +
on this important work to recognize and honor the
past, present and future of the indigenous people who
have a strong connection to this place we now call Saturday'’s 10am-2pm
La Crescent. https://lacrescenthistory.org/

Apple Museum

The Cameron House ™
AmberThorson Photography, -

John S. Harris

&
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EST. 2010

APPAREL, DESIGN,
PROMOTION + BOUTIQUE
LA CRESCENT, MN
507.895.8411

32 EXPLORELACRESCENT.COM

The fastest speeds to meet
your internet needs,
plus Wi-Fi that puts you in control.

NEW CUSTOMER OFFER:

MAXIMUM VELOCITY

GIG
FIBER INTERNET

1 Gig download | 1 Gig upload
Experiencel@ and Protectl@ included

$ ; E’ per month for
first year

plus free installation

| OPTIMUM VELOCITY

75 Mbps
_ . ! FIBER INTERNET
507-895-2410 L = ‘'’ > 750 Mbps download | 750 Mbps upload
3815 N Pine Creek Rd. La Crescent MN o alllr - ExperiencelQ@ and ProtectlQ included
’ - .--““'--1 - / $44 per month for

first year

K plus free installation

WORKING TO BETTER OUR
COMMUNITIES EVERY DAY

It's What We Do

At Merchants Bank, we’re committed to creating thriving
communities and helping our customers succeed. It's who we've

EXTREME VELOCITY

50 MEbR INSTERNET

500 Mbps download | 500 Mbps upload

“$2099%5

first year

plus free installation

b.een for the last 145 yezf\rs.. We're ready to be your trusted New Customer Velocity Internet Offer: Enhance your Wi-Fi with AcenTek
adVISOf', your partner, and Join you every Step of the way as we Promotional pricing available to new customers only, who
work toward your financial goals together. When you work with have not had Intermet services with Acerek for at least MyHOME
become part of the Merchants Bank Famlly f30 daysoglr\]/ldb WhO'S:eb aCC?U”T . mngOd Stangggéghooshe
us, you 5 rom ps Fiber Internet for just .95/month, .
750Mbps  Fiber Internet for just $44.95/month or 1 Gig AcenTek MyHOME is a free app for all AcenTek
Fiber Internet for just $79.95/month. Promotional pricing valid Internet customers. Upgrade to get more features
So Why not start tOday? for first 12 months of service only. After promotional period ends, with Protectl@ or ExperiencelQ.

regular pricing applies.

AcenTek Wi-Fi puts you in charge!
I“ | Call or visit our website to learn more.

ANY Merchants
Bank A enTek www.AcenTek.net 888.404.4940

I 1 | Ascending Technology Monday - Friday, 8:00am - 4:30pm

L, (507) 895-4486 @ 316 Main Street, La Crescent BZJ www.merchantsbank.com
Member FDIC
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Apple Varletles
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La Crescent is home to several successful business industries, but one that has endured with a
colorful history is the apple industry. Around the 1940’s La Crescent had about 40 small
orchards in and around the city. Although the number of orchards has dwindled to less than a
dozen, the industry is still strong in La Crescent. About Eighty percent of locally grown apples
are sold in Minnesota, although they are also exported to surrounding states and Canada.
Since 1868, the University of Minnesota has been responsible for developing nearly 30 variet-
ies of apples. Most are hardy enough to survive our cold winters.

/P

Early Season Harvest )

State Fair

Harvested in mid-late August, prior to
the Minnesota State Fair, this apple has a
firm and creamy flesh. Its juicy aroma and
slightly tart flavor makes this apple an
excellent choice for fresh eating or
cooking. Introduced in 1977 by the
University of Minnesota, this apple is
hardy to withstand the Minnesota

cold winters.

SweetTango®

SweetTango® is juicy and sweet with
hints of fall spices. This apple’s thin skin
makes it a favorite for eating and
inherited the crisp texture of Honeycrisp
and the juciness of Zestar®. Ripening in
early September, this is one of several
apples developed at the University

of Minnesota.

Zestar®

Large, crunchy, juicy red fruit with a
slightly sweet-tart flavor with a hint of
brown sugar. Excellent for both fresh
eating and cooling. Zestar apples are a
great early season apple that has a
strong shelf life of over a month,
providing you with convenience and
delicious taste.

A 3 " :

Mid Season Harvest )

Honeycrisp

Honeycrisp, a mid-September apple is
exceptionally crisp and juicy with just a
hint of tartness that makes it perfect for
eating fresh off the tree. Named the
Minnesota State Fruit in 2006, the
Honeycrisp was produced from a 1960
cross of Macoun and Honeygold apples
and is one of the top 10 best selling
apples in the U.S.

Sweet Sixteen

Introduced in 1977 the Sweet Sixteen is
another University of Minnesota apple.
Crisp and juicy with a yellow flesh and a
very sweet, unusual sugar cane or spicy
cherry candy flavor, the fruit stores for 5
to 8 weeks.

La Crescent

The La Crescent ripens in late August is a
tart apple with a soft texture. First grown
in La Crescent, the orchardist was
originally from Holland. Frank Van Lin, of
Van Lin Orchards, chose to name it after
his new hometown.

Late Season Harvest )

Honeygold

Honeygold is a cross between the
Haralson and Golden Delicious apples.
This sweet, crisp, and juicy apple is
perfect for eating, baking and freezing.
Ripening in late September, the
Honeygold will store for two or

three months.

Haralson

This is one of the oldest varieties
introduced by the Minnesota Horticulture
Research Center in 1922. Named for
Charles Haralson, superintendent of the
University of Minnesota Fruit Breeding
Farm, these apples are crisp and juicy
with a tart flavor. They are especially
good for eating, apples crisps and pies.

Frostbite™

Developed in 1978, this crunchy hard
apple offers a spicy sweet flavor perfect
for eating fresh or cooking.

Fireside/Connell Red

Fireside/Connell Red apples are a sweet
and crisp apple harvested mid October.
The texture is chunky making them
perfect for cooking and sauce.
Fireside/Conel Red apples are very large
and flavorful. Another University of
Minnesota variety, first introduced

in 1943.

Pazazz

Pazazz is an apple variety like no other.
It's a descendent of the beloved
Honeycrisp but has a unique look and
taste all its own. With every bite you'll
enjoy a burst of sweet yet tart flavor -
plus Pazass's famous crunch.

Regent

An heirloom variety, this apple was
developed in 1963. A semi-sweet and
crisp apple, the Regent offers a soft slice
for baked pies and tarts.

ew A pf"[e ;l

Family

Owned since 1972

Just South of the Stopltghts on Hwy 1 6

-rE.at[ng & Cooking Apples, Jams & Jellies, Hohey,
Caramel Apples, Squash, Pumpklns & Apple Cider_

Open Daily

Hwy 16, La Crescent

August-December  (507) 895-4495
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What’s Your
Favorite Apple

State Fair
Flavor: Tart/Mild
Enjoy fresh or for cooking

Sweet Tango®

Flavor: Sweet/Crisp
Enjoy fresh for eating

Zestar®

Flavor: Sweet-tart, crisp, juicy
Enjoy fresh or baked

Honey Crisp

Flavor: Sweet-tart, crisp, juicy

Sweet Sixteen

Flavor: Sweet, crisp

La Cresent

Flavor: Tart, mild

Haralson

Flavor: Tart, crisp

Frostbite™

Flavor: Tart, mild

Fireside

Flavor: Rich, sweet and crisp
Perfect for applesauce

Regent

Flavor: Semi-Sweet and crisp
Great for baking pies

@ Recipes

36 EXPLORELACRESCENT.COM

Over Two Dozen Varieties of

MINNESOTA-GROWN APPLES

includind First Kiss, Honey Crisp, SweeTango, Pazazz!

Open Daily, Mid-August to Mid-November

SOUTHWIND ,

ORCHARDS

45440 County Road 12, Dakota, MN 55925
€} | southwindorchards.com | 1-90 Exit 271| 507.643.6255

Check out our Boutique Selection of
Jewelry, Scarves, Purses, Tops, Jackets & Slippers

= Milkhouse Candles

* Minnesota Souvenirs
* Refurbished Furniture * Kitchen Linens & Gadgets
= Goat Milk Soaps & Lotions * Garden Decor, Flags, Mats
* Baby Gifts, Wreaths, Signs
« Gourmet Coffees. Dips, Soups, Candy

* Willow Tree Angels
* Naked Bee Lotions

= Joy Susan Purses = Greeting Cards & Inspirational Plaques

Located in a picturesque 1918 house at...
329 Main Street ~ La Crescent, MN ~ 507.895.4268
HOURS: Mon.-Fri1. 11-5  Sat. 10-4

Find s on

Facebook

¢ OPEN WEEKENDS » 12 - 6 PM « SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER
4002 TSCHUMPERROAD, LACRESCENT,MN « (507)895-4492

» Area’s Largest Selection
of Fresh Local Apples
(mid August-March)

* Fresh, Seasonal Local

Produce . Local Honey,
MARKET & GARDEN CENTER Jams, & Jellies
c()q (13{)(7 SOV (L_'FGZ r}‘)/{f f%} C())e-(? SOV ¢ Colorful Selection of
~ Hanging Baskets,

Annuals & Perennials
e Seasonal Giftware

* Lawn Statuary

¢ Christmas Trees,
Wreaths, Roping &
Fruit Baskets

* Colorful Holiday
Poinsettias

Open Daily: Year-Round * Highways 14 & 61, La Crescent, MIN  Gifi Certificates

Available
Phone: 507.895.4583 « www.bauersmarketplace.com facebook

T TSP
_ mfdmnmm ,

meyard'é'r-]d Winery is nes%l'ed in the
nesota bluffs above the beautiful :
iver Valley on Apple Blossom Drive.

82 County Rd 1 La Crescent, MN 55947
river.view.winery@gmail.com T
-~ 608.385.1209 —
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Est. 2014 - La Crescent, MN

aXini by QAT 18 You gotta try our
R Award Winning Wings

Won First Place in Wingfest
2 years running!

Great burgers, wraps & pizza!
Daily Food & Drink Specials
Happy Hour M-F4pm-6pm

Relaxed casual atmosphere
Q?Q’\::? E\)o /i o~ Opendaily ati1lam
IRIED BN

444 N Chestnut St
La Crescent, MN

507-895-4239

CORKY'S PIZZA

Established 1985 —m

LEGENDARY PIZZA 12

507-895-6996 ¢ CorkysPizza.net
25 South Walnut Street * La Crescent, MN

. .

. Locally Sourced, Farm to Table,
" Farmer's Market Co-op

2N Xcﬁm@ 46 Main Street, Hokah - 507-894-1111

all}

702 MAIN STREET, BROWNSVILLE, MN 5591¢
507-482-4255 n

. T e
saxonhallpizza.com

ROOM AND BEER GARDEN AVAILABLE FOR REN ;
WE DO NOT ACCEPT CREDIT CARDRATM is available) [

Saxon Hall is your destination
for the best pizza around.
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' Affogato Lane Coffee Co Free Range Exchange Saxon Hall Pizza + Pub Sports Hub Bar + Grill
507.895.2101 507.894.1111 507.482.4255 507.895.2715
28 N. Walnut St., La Crescent 46 Main St., Hokah MN, 55941 702 Main St, Brownsville, MN 55919 25 N. Walnut Street, La Crescent
= Dine In + Carry Out Carry Out + Outdoor Seating Available Dine In + Carry Out Dine In + Carry Out
o Coffee shop + mobile trailer that Carry Out + Outdoor Seating Available Your destlnathn for great pizza. Sports bar with a variety of specialty
= T 0 0 _ 9 Loca”y Sourced' organicl Seasonal Beer garden Wlth an event room b q q d
specializes in high-quality espresso lable f urgers, appetizers, wings, an
= and bites. Stop in, introduce produce, eggs, meats. Grab-n-go ival able for rent. ; but will sandwiches. Great selection of beers
o yourself, grab a coffee, bregkfast sandwiches, quiche, lunch I ou may c<f3rpe jls a stranger, but wi on tap. Trackman golf simulator with
and connect! options, scratch-made baked goods, eave as a friend: leagues, special events, and t-times.
n full coffee + expresso drink service.
Corky’s Pizza Kaddy’s Kafe Schmitty’s Time Out Tavern Swing Bridge Pub
——— 508.895.6996 507.895.2900 507.895.4239 507.895.1110
25 S Walnut St, La Crescent, MN 55947 236 E Main St., La Crescent 444 N. Chestnut Street, La Crescent 595 Veterans Parkway, La Crescent
m Dine In + Carryout Dine In + Carry Out Dine In + Carry Out Dine In + Carry Out
- o Aol B e el defly Breakfast is served all day long! Enjoy A variety of specialty burgers, Located at the hotel and convention
U from scratch. Topoed with freh breakfast, burgers, homemade soups, appetizers, wings, and sandwiches. center. Lunch menu available until
= T — 'hon?fmade sauces salads, sandwiches, and locally made Original, award-winning wing sauces, 3pm with salad bar, and a variety of
— and a mozz'arella/ rovolone blelnd pies, cinnamon rolls, and cheesecakes. try the Tatonka sauce. Outdoor salads and sandwiches. Dinner menu
S Variety of s ecialtp 7735 OF creat'e Friday night fish fry! upper deck and volleyball in includes pub burgers, sandwiches,
= y P yp the summer. salads and dinner entrees.

your own.

ASK ABOUT OUR BURGER OF THE MONTH !

= = & ; | Serving 6am - 2pm Daily &
Follow us on Facebook + Instagram to see the BOTM, o : ' & %
daily specials, upcoming events, and more! __;___;_" = : , | ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ - g;jm §@l’ Fﬁs‘ﬂﬁ Figh F“
25 N WALNUT ST. LA CRESCENT, MN | WWW.SPORTSHUBBAR.COM ' 236 Main Street, La Crescent, MN | (507) 895-2900

. S .““"'--...._

= o — = - .
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Explore
LaCrescent

The La Crescent Area Chamber of Commerce & Tourism is a
501(c)(6) nonprofit organization that is a partially funded by your
valued and dedicated membership.

32 Thirty Financial
7 Rivers Mechanical

7 Rivers Surplus

A.B.L.E., Inc.

ABC Works

Ace Hardware

Affogato Lane Coffee Co.

Al's Concrete Products

Altra Federal Credit Union
American Land & Log

Apple Auto Repair

Apple Valley Gifts & Antiques
Apple Village Liquor

Barry and Cindy Zenke

Bartsch Tax & Accounting
Bauer's Market

Best Western Plus

Buehler Landscaping, Inc

Four Seasons Community Center: Caledonia
Caledonia Haulers

Castle Realty

CCF Bank

Cherryl Jostad

Chiropractic First of La Crescent
Connected Family Chiropractic
Corky's Pizza Restaurant
Crescent Moon Retreat

Crest Precast Concrete
Crucifixion Church / School
Dewey Enterprises

Diane Alsens Edina Realty

Don Bissen

Edward Jones Eric Minor
Edward Jones Ryan Hennessy
Elevate Media

42 EXPLORELACRESCENT.COM

Since 1958, the La Crescent Area Chamber of
Commerce & Tourism has been helping member

businesses, professionals & individuals stay
informed and connected. Our mission is to
strengthen and promote our members by

building community alliances and working as
business advocates, making La Crescent, MN

an even greater place to visit, work and live.

Engelson & Associates
Envision 1Q

ESB Eitzen State Bank

Explore La Crosse

Fox 25/48

Free Range Exchange

Gerrard Hoeschler

Graf Electric, Inc

Gundersen Clinic

Hein Orchard

Home Federal

Houston County Historical Society
HSR Associates, Inc.

Impact Nutrition

Johnson Livings LLC

Kaddy's Kafe

Knights of Columbus

Kwik Trip

La Crescent Applefest

La Crescent Area Event Center

La Crescent Area Healthy Community Partners

La Crescent Auto Repair, Inc

La Crescent Farmer’s Market

La Crescent-Hokah Schools

La Crescent Montessori & STEM School
La Crescent United Methodist Church
La Crescent Wine and Spirits

La Crosse Memoirials, Inc

La Crosse Sign Group

Lancer Village Apts & Townhomes
Magnum Broadcasting & Magnum Radio
Mayo Clinic Health System

Merchants Bank

Meyer Home Repair

MiEnergy Cooperative

MN Energy Resources Corp.

Outback Ranch

P & T Electric

Pat's Insurance Agency
Pettibone Resort

Poellinger, Inc.

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
Quillin's

Ready Bus Lines

River View Winery LLC

Sarah Delacy

Saxon Hall

Skyward Counseling LLC

Sports Hub, Inc

Southwind Orchards

Splish Splash Auto Bath
SpringBrook Village of La Crescent
State Farm - Honor DiDonato
Sterling Pharmacy

Swing Bridge Pub

TJ's Auto Glass

The Community Handyman
Thorson Graphic LLC

Time Out Tavern

Tri State Auto Outlet

Truss Specialists, Inc.

Van Lin Orchard

Valley High Golf Course

Vision Design Group

WA Group

Wieser Brothers General Contractors
Wieser Law Office

Wieser Precast & Doric Vault Co.
Wieser Septic

Xcel Energy

Zenke, Inc.

*Current members as of print May 2024
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